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The early Christian text entitled “The Training of the
Lord Through the Twelve Apostles to the Gentiles”

i is better known by its short title, The Didache (the

! Greek word for “training”). Discovered in 1873, it is

. well known to scholars of Christian origins. However,
because it was taken to be a second-century writing
dependent on the New Testament gospels, it was
believed to be of little value for understanding the
earliest decades of the Christian movement. Aaron
Milavec has been studying the Didache since 1987

7 and has argued, in a series of scholarly articles, for a
very different assessment of the Didache: as a first-

,  century text independent from any known gospel.

4 Milavec’s studies have earned the admiration of

| other scholars. John Dominic Crossan, for example,
acknowledges in The Birth of Christianity that Milavec’s
work had revolutionized his own approach to the
Didache.

In 2003 Milavec came out with two books on the
Didache: a thousand-page commentary ( The Didache:
Faith, Hope, and Life of the Earliest Christian Communi-
ties) and a 132-page study edition (The Didache: Text,
Translation, Analysis, and Commentary). Both volumes
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4R. Dr. Milavec, start us off with an overall description of
this long-lost document.

AM. The Didache is a first-century pastoral manual that
was lost for hundreds of years and then surprisingly dis-
covered in 1873 in Istanbul. The only surviving complete
manuscript of the Didache is about one-third the length
of Mark’s gospel and is neatly handwritten in Greek. The
term didache refers to the systematic training given by a
skilled practitioner to his/her understudy. The long title
of the text is “The Training of the Lord Through the
Twelve Apostles to the Gentiles.” The “Lord” referred to
in this long title is not Jesus (as most early scholars had
supposed) but the Father of Jesus who sent his servant
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take a pioneering approach to the Didache. Milavec
confesses that he began his work with the premise
that the Didache was a “church order” compiled
from pre-existing documents during the early second
century. However, he gradually discovered that the
Didache had been misclassified and misunderstood.
For Milavec, the Didache is not a collage of pre-exist-
ing texts; rather, it is a transcript of an oral training
program with its own literary unity from beginning
to end. The long title, “The Training of the Lord
Through the Twelve Apostles to the Gentiles,” thus
appears to be close to the mark after all. Pushing the
clues of the Didache to discover the faith, hope, and
life of the community that stands behind it, Milavec
helps us see a gentile Christianity that existed prior to
the written gospels and entirely outside the orbit of
Pauline theology.

When I approached Dr. Milavec about summariz-
ing his findings for The Fourth R, we hit on the idea
of using the format of an interview as the best way
to offer readers a glimpse of the significance of the
Didache as revealed in his extensive commentary.
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Jesus to reveal “the Way of Life.” Accordingly, the
Didache outlines a comprehensive, step-by-step program
of formation that was used by the early Jewish followers

of Jesus to initiate non-Jewish candidates into their way of
life as they awaited the unfolding of the Kingdom of God
proclaimed by Jesus.

4R. Is the kind of Christianity that is reflected in the
Didache different in any significant way from the kinds
of Christianity familiar to us from the books of the New
Testament?

AM. Decidedly. What the Didache makes abundantly
clear is that practical holiness is the bedrock for embrac-
ing the faith and the hope of Jesus. The training of the







